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DE LA GARZA PROCLAIMED •TEXAN OF THE YEAR'
(WASHINGTON, D.C.) - U.S. Representative Kika de la Garza (D-Mission)
has been proclaimed "Texan of the Year" by members of the 25th Annual
Texas Legislative Conference (TLC) and becomes the first Hispanic to win
the prestigious award. The TLC, a forum of business leaders and elected
officials designed to bring government to the people on a grassroots level,
will present de la Garza the award in a ceremony scheduled for Thursday,
March 21, 1991, at 7:00 p.m. in the Civic Center in New Braunfels, Texas.
Congressman de 1a Garza will receive the award for "performing an
outstanding service in the field of public affairs for the benefit of
the State of Texas," according to the TLC. In addition to becoming the
first Hispanic recipient, de la Garza becomes only the second U.S.
Congressman to receive the award whi.le in office, si.nce the award I s
inception in 1974.
As a native of Mission, de la Garza has represented the 15th
congressional district for more than 26 years since his first election
in 1964. The South Texas Congressman also serves as Chairman of the House
Committee on Agriculture.
It will be standing room only for the award ceremony which will feature
a variety of distinguished speakers and guests, according to Glenn Biggs,
TLC Advisory Committee Chairman. "Several dignitaries from Mexico and
Washington, D.C. will be present because we have chosen de la Garza as
'Texan of the Year,' which demons trates the high regard in which he is
held in Mexico as well as the United States," Biggs said.
Those participating in the ceremony presentation include: Carlos
Hank Gonzalez, Secretary of Agriculture and Water Resources of Mexico;
Edward R. Madigan, U.S. Secretary of Agriculture; Gustavo Petricioli,
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Mexican Ambassador to u.s.; John Negroponte, U.S. Ambassador to Mexico;
Mario Niebla, Chairman of the Foreign Trade Committee of the Mexican Senate;
Charles Stenholm, u.S. Representative (D-TX-l7); Humberto Hernandez Haddad,
Consul General of Mexico; and Rick Perry, Texas Commissioner of Agriculture.
De la Garza will join many of the other distinguished guests at the
conference to discuss the Free Trade Agreement with Mexico in a seminar
Friday morning, March 22nd, beginning at 8:30 a.m. Representing a district
along the border and serving as Chairman of the House Committee on
Agriculture, de la Garza remains dedicated to the pursuit of a free trade
agreement which is fair, equitable and mutually beneficial to the United
States and Mexico.
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